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PROPOSED CODE CHANGE (Check One)

|:| Change to read as follows X Add to read as follows |:| Delete and substitute as follows |:| Delete without substitution

Add exception #2 to read as follows:

Exception #2: in retrofit situations, the maximum height below the top of the threshold
of a sliding glass door to the landing or the first tread is not to exceed 8 3/4”.

REASON AND FISCAL IMPACT

Sliding glass doors are often now made with a taller threshold (2 1/8”) than a standard
exterior swing door (1 1/2” — 1 3/4” ). Permitting the extra 1/2” in height for this
secondary, none required, exterior door allows a sliding glass door to replace a
standard swing door that was installed per code. This situation is further impacted by
the fact that the normal pedestrian traffic thru a sliding glass door does not encourage
one to step up on the threshold but to step over it. Because it is not the “required”
egress doorway, the use of this passage way would normally be limited and would not
effect emergency egress and would normally be used by occupants who would be
accustomed to this condition. Cost savings could be several thousand dollars saved by
not having to reconfigure decks, steps or landings when replacing a door.
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